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 ²ƘŀǘΩs happening? 

02%3)$%.4ȭ3 0)%#% 
By Wadi Nadzri 
 

 
The Lads and Ladettes to Lawyers 2 (aka 
Ω[[н[нΩ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
Ψƛ[ŀǿ нΦлΩύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴing and a fantastic 
way to kick start the year, whilst earning a 
respectable 1.5 cpd points. The evening 
presented young lawyers with the basics of 
etiquette in professional networking, instilling 
skills to be hopefully utilised for upcoming 
events and in particular our upcoming Speed 
Networking event.  
 
Often as young lawyers we move through the 
phase where merely completing work may not 
be enough. As we gain experience it is useful 
to get to know people in the professional 
community as it can provide the opportunity 
to gain sources of referrals and clients. Speed 
Networking on 24 March is your chance to get 
to know ambitious young professionals from 
diverse industries in a format that takes the 
ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ άōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜέΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
This year is really shaping up to be a great one 
and QYL are working furiously towards taking 
our calendar of the events to the next level. 
On this note I would like to extend a great big 
Ψ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨaǳŎƘ wŜǎǇŜŎǘǎΩ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
committee and the efforts they invest with 
little reward towards making everything come 
together.  
 
Of course these efforts go nowhere without 
the support of our members and we truly 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
backing of this independent and progressive 
organisation.  
 
 

 

Lexisnexis 2010 Advocacy Conference 
Each year QYL partners with Lexis Nexis for their annual 
advocacy all day intensive. This yearôs event takes place 
on 9 March 2010 and is a must for all litigators, QYLôs 
2010 members not only obtain a discount on the 
registration fee but also gain entry to the networking drinks 
afterwards. For more information and to register, please 
refer to the PDF emailed with this newsletter [the specific 
registration page on the PDF needs to be used]. 

 
If you are not a QYL member, but would like to be (which 
goes without saying) an application form appears at the 
end of this newsletter.  
 

Speed Networking 

Put your refined professional networking skills into action 
and meet young professionals from diverse industries! 
Rumour has it that non-lawyers can become your clients 
and referrers if they like you. Itôs almost crazy enough to be 
true so why not give it a try. 
 
WHERE:  Quinn & Scattini Lawyers Level 28 Central 

Plaza One, 345 Queen Street, Brisbane 
WHEN:  Thurs 25 March 2010, 6:00pm  
COST:   $15 (includes drinks and canapés) 
RSVP:   via form emailed with this newsletter.   
 

War of the Wits trivia night 

Mark your calendars for 22 April 2010 and round up a 
trivia team at your firm for what will be the greatest 
intellectual challenge since Eddie McGuire grappled with 
the difference between ñCypress Hillò (the band) and 
ñCypress Mountainò (the freestyle skiing and snowboarding 
venue) and came off second best. Further details to follow 
by email and newsletter.  
 

Newsletter sponsor ï Bradley Reporting 

QYL welcomes court & tribunal reporting service Bradley 
Reporting as its newsletter sponsor (see ad on page 3). 
The next newsletter will feature a look into what Bradley 
Reporting can do for you and your clients. 
 
QYL appreciates all of its sponsors as they allow us to 
keep running great events for a reasonable cover charge 
and give you better value for your QYL membership.  
 
We encourage you to utilise the services of our sponsors 
where possible.   
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Lads & Ladetteôs to Lawyers part II 
 
On the evening of Wednesday 24 February QYL held the second annual business etiquette training workshop 
thanks to 24-hour document management providers Confidential Document Solutions , etiquette doyens June 
Dally-Watkins and Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers in their brand-new conference room.    
 
This yearôs focus was business networking and the content included professional appearance, breaking into 
groups, handshakes, personal introductions, remembering peopleôs names, business card etiquette, food & 
drink (sitting or standing), politely escaping from boring people and following-up your new contacts.  

 

 
Above Left: The Cooper Grace Ward conference rooms and catering were top-shelf.  

 
Above Right: Emmelene Gray, Tanya Myint and Tennile Marsh (all Blake Dawson) 
 

 
Above Left: Diana Bryson (JDW), Jodie Bache-McLean (JDW), Wadi Nadzri (QYL President) and Kristin Duff (QYL Secretary) 

Above Right: Steven Hogg (Tucker & Cowen), Kimberley Dalziel (Cooper Grace Ward), Adrian Robins (James Conomos Lawyers), 

Leanne Doxey (Cooper Grace Ward) and Patrick Lott (ASIC). 
 
 

http://www.confidentialdocs.com.au/
http://www.jdw.com.au/brisbane.asp
http://www.jdw.com.au/brisbane.asp
http://www.jdw.com.au/brisbane.asp
http://cgw.com.au/
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Sustainable Planning Act 2009 ï In action since 18 December 2009 
Tim Stork, Senior Associate, Environment & Planning 

Norton Rose Australia 
 

The Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (Act) commenced on 18 December 2009 and replaces the Integrated Planning Act 
1997 (IPA). For the most part however, the IPA will remain a familiar document as much of its contents were brought 
across to the Act.  
 
Some new components of interest are:  
 

¶ a new concept of compliance assessment - this is designed 
largely for assessment of compliance with conditions of an 
approval, but is certainly not limited to that; 

 

¶ the return of prohibited development; 
 

¶ the introduction of standard planning scheme provisions, which 
will find their way into new planning schemes; 

 

¶ some long-overdue amendments to assist with forgiving slip-
ups and mistakes during the application process and to assist 
with amending development applications and approvals; 

 

¶ the replacement of the Building and Development Tribunal with 
Building and Development Dispute Resolution Committees - 
before which lawyers cannot appear and which have an 
expanded role to the former Tribunal;  

 

¶ the prospect of deemed approvals for certain types of 
development applications; and  

 

¶ significantly increased filing fees for starting proceedings - it 
used to cost less than $50 to start a proceeding, it now costs 
$480 or more.  The principle behind this is apparently to front-
load costs in the originating proceeding with fewer and 
reduced filing fees for subsequent filing.  Whether that bears 
out is yet to be seen. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deacons now Norton Rose Australia 
 
As most of you are probably aware, on 1 January 2010 Deacons Australia joined the international Norton Rose Group and 
are now known as Norton Rose Australia.   
 
The new Norton Rose Group will have a turnover of more than AUD864m and in excess of 1800 lawyers, based in 30 
offices in Europe, the Middle East and Asia Pacific. In the Asia Pacific region, the Group has more than 700 fee earners 
operating from 13 offices in Bangkok, Beijing, Brisbane, Canberra, Ho Chi Minh City, Hong Kong, Jakarta, Melbourne, 
Perth, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo. 
 
Two of our QYL committee members, Stephen Mackie and Danielle Keyes are now part of this global legal giant.  Some 
suggest that Steve's boyish good looks and Danielle's litigious prowess were among the factors that encouraged the 
merger. This editor is dubious however. 
 
The good news is that the long history of support for QYL from Deacons (in the form of event & meeting venues, catering, 
sponsorship, strong membership, newsletter technical articles and the precious time of their employees) has continued 
under the new Norton Rose banner. QYL genuinely appreciates the ongoing support.  
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Holidaying in South Africa ï the how to guide 
By David Topp 

 
After our newsletter editor visited the Hyatt Regency Coolum recently ñin the interests of sports journalismò to 
report back in the December newsletter on the Australian PGA, in the interests of travel journalism QYLôs 
memberships officer decided to spend his Christmas/New year holidays in South Africa. 
 
The elephant in the room ï crime and 
violence 
I guess no travelogue on South Africa can 
start in any other way but to deal with the 
concern that looms the largest in peoplesô 
minds.  
 
OK then. How many times did I get shot? 
Zero. How many times did I get knifed? 
Zero. How many times did I witness others 
getting shot or knifed? Zero. How many 
times was I threatened with getting shot or 
knifed? Zero. In fact how many times did I 
feel the slightest bit intimidated? Zero.  
 
I did not have to trouble my travel insurer 
even once. In short I could not perceive any 
more danger than what weôre used to in 
Australia.  
 
      Above: Table Mountain - the most quintessential image of South Africa 

However one crucial disclosure that must be made is that a primary reason why my experience was so hassle 
free is a function of my now infamously dull ñno drinking, no smoking and no partyingò reputation within QYL. 
Daylight is a substantial crime reduction factor in SA. As daylight hours physical recreation is always going to 
be my idea of a fun holiday, including getting up for 6am long runs [the horror], the chances of being a crime 
victim substantially reduced. 
 
If you must go out at night, the best options are to take taxis or stick to venues close to your accommodation 
and walk around only in groups.  
 
Another factor for why SAôs reputation is not automatically reflected in actual day to day crime is the high 
prevalence of security. Private security is a big industry. Generally speaking though itôs not obtrusive or in your 
face, and its presence provides a degree of reassurance. Perhaps the most stark security illustration is with 
their Armaguard style payroll trucks. Think ours look tough? Forget it, SAôs versions are more like tanks.  
 
In Australia the second guard here merely watches while the other empties the ATM. In SA the second guard 
does so armed with a machine gun ready to fire. Subtle it may not be, but then again I wasnôt about to start 
arguing the point. 
 
So as to the outdoorsy side of SA 
 
So now that the main off-putting factor has been set aside, what about the good bits? If you like anything 
outdoorsy, like sport [either participating or watching], nature/environmental tourism [it is Africa after all] and 
general sightseeing, youôll love South Africa, especially Capetown. Not for nothing itôs classed as one of the 
worldôs greatest cities. Table Mountain, Sea Point, Camps Bay, Newlands, Robben Island, the V&A Waterfront, 
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Hout Bay, wineries at Stellenbosch, the ñtwo oceansò meeting place of the Indian and Atlantic Oceans at Cape 
Point/Cape of Good Hope. 5 days is simply not enough.  
 

 
Capetownôs weather is said to be akin to 
Perthôs, ie dry summers and wet, windy 
winters. So a visit in summer will be the best 
chance of a dry weather holiday.  
 
The ñhigh veldtò areas, like the Free State 
and Gauteng provinces [where 
Bloemfontein, Potchesfroom and 
Johannesburg are located] are more akin to 
Queensland, ie summer wet seasons.  
 
However the locals there all confirmed that 
the high altitude effect sure makes winters 
far more bitter than ours here in 
Queensland. On balance therefore, South 
Africa seems to be a much better 
summertime destination. 
 
 

Above: Sunset over sea ï westerly view from Capetownôs Sea Point at dusk 

Also if you like driving holidays, car rental in SA is a 
great way to get around. They drive on our side of the 
road, the rates are reasonable and the quality of the 
highways very good ï so good that the speed limit is 
120kph. Not that the locals stick to it; be prepared to be 
passed by people going at 150kph ï or more. South 
Africans love quality European cars, of which there are 
many, and clearly see speed as their way of getting their 
moneys worth.   
 
Fact that traffic/highway patrol police are less prevalent 
than here in Queensland probably is a factor too. But 
they are not completely extinct; I was stopped at one 
random highway licence and registration check. So do 
ensure that your Queensland licence is up to date.  

Above: Despite all the talk about hire cars, David had his 
Rolls Royce specially shipped over.  

Oh and on the topic of car rentals, another myth for debunking is carjacking. Carjackings are rare and if they 
occur happen in Johannesburg or the northern parts of the republic so as to enable a swift exit from the 
jurisdiction for rebirthing. Carjackers focus on ultra expensive vehicles; stock standard rental cars simply donôt 
warrant their attention. If anything the highest driving risk are the pedestrians; Australians at least wait until the 
road is clear to jaywalk. In SA people just wander on out anyway.  
 
Other great outdoorsy places to visit in SA include the Indian Ocean coastal towns of Kynsna, Jeffreys Bay 
and East London [plus many others which I could not get to]. Though shark netting is not necessarily uniform, 
so I guess I took a risk in not checking whether or not Jeffreys Bay was netted before I jumped in for an ocean 
swim. Hmmm. Anyway Iôm here now I suppose. 
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Prices 
 
One of the best aspects about South Africa is not only that its price level generally is lower than ours, 
converting $A to Rand does make you feel wealthy for a while. 500 gram T bone steaks will set you back 
$14.50 on the conversion. A main meal sized bowl of penne pasta $8. And thereôs no quality deficit either; 
restaurants are plentiful and of consistently high standard. Kicking back in Stellenbosch at a sidewalk café with 
a long black and then a latte amounts to $4.80; places here in Brisbane are starting to charge that for just one 
coffee: 
 

 
 
And for the beer lovers; howôs this tall frosty glass of Castle Lager for approx $2.60? At a price like that even a 
non-drinker like me was moved to indulge. Perhaps also it should be mentioned that Castle Lager sure puts 
some of the more insipid local beers to shame. 
 
Probably the most staggering example of value came at the Bloemfontein Zoo. Having heard that SAôs famed 
game parks are subject to an inherent potential problem of too much space giving the animals too many places 
to hide from prying cameras ���(�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V���1�R�W�H��- �\�R�X���V�X�U�H���F�D�Q�¶�W���J�L�Y�H���Z�L�O�G���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���Q�D�W�X�U�H���W�R���U�X�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q��
hey David?)  I instead headed to the more compact surrounds of the zoo in this city which, incidentally, is 
South Africaôs judicial capital.  
 
The zoo features elephants, hippos, rhinos, zebras, lions, cheetahs, jackals, hyenas, leopards and even a 
tortoise [no fencing needed to protect us from him] in a realistic setting for the grand total of, wait for it, $4. Yes 
25 Rand gets you into the Bloemfontein Zoo. Whereas Australia Zoo wants $55. Is Australia Zoo 14 times 
better than Bloemfonteinôs? Having never been I canôt comment, other than to say that would be a big call. 
 

 
 


